
District Digest
ABC Unified SChool diStriCt

September/October 2019 - Volume IX - No 1

ABC Unified SChool diStriCt   16700 norwalk Blvd. Cerritos, CA 90703   Phone: 562.926.5566   fax: 562.404.1092   Web: www.abcusd.k12.ca.us

A Message from the Superintendent - Dr. Mary Sieu
Follow me on Twitter: @ABCSupt

Welcome Back to School! 
ABC Unified School District officially began school on Monday, August 26, 2019.  To our new and returning 21,000 students and families 
we welcome you to another great school year.  I hope that everyone had a safe and memorable summer break.  It has been a busy summer 
with a number of maintenance projects focusing on our school renovations.  Notwithstanding all of these improvements, we know that 
an outstanding education starts with a cohesive Board of Education, a high quality staff, and community to support our students.  In 
ABCUSD, we take our greatest pride in our students. 

When asked what five things I would love people to know 
about ABC Unified School District, these would be on the 
top of my list:

1.  We have one of the most diverse public school districts 
in the country.  With 94% of our students from different 
ethnic and socio-cultural backgrounds, we are able to 
flourish as a high performing school district in the State.  
Each year, our schools are recognized for the highest 
honors including National Blue Ribbon Award, California 
Distinguished Schools, Schools to Watch/National Model 
Middle Schools, and Honor Roll Schools/District. 

2.  ABC’s 16 magnet schools provide specialized thematic 
programs that are open to all students and families in 
and outside the District.  Magnet schools provide an 
alternative choice for families interested in specialized 
areas such as Visual and Performing Arts, STEM Program, 
International Studies, Dual Language Immersion Program, and Environmental Science to name a few. 

3.  For over a decade, our District’s collaborative labor-management partnership has contributed toward focusing on what’s most 
important—raising student achievement.  The dynamic collaboration at all levels of the organization with our labor groups has 
allowed us to weather the former recession together.  Our unique labor-management partnership has been showcased throughout 
the country as a model collaborative framework.

4.  ABCUSD serves the diverse communities of Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens, portions of Lakewood, Long Beach, and 
Norwalk.  We have developed strong collaboration with all these cities as well as partnered with many businesses and community  
organizations to support our students. 

5.  Our Class of 2019 in the ABC Unified School District was awarded $31 million in scholarships and grants.  This total represents an 
increase of $15.6 million since 2014 and a $3.7 million increase from the previous year.

This will be an exciting new school year with support from the communities.  As a result of passing Measure BB last November, we will 
be renovating our campuses with deliberate speed.  Please look for updates on our District website at: www.abcusd.us.  I wish to express 
my appreciation to all the staff, students, parents, and community members who do their part on a daily basis to ensure that our students 
in ABC learn in a safe and nurturing environment. 

To learn more information about our District, please go to the link and subscribe to our bimonthly District Digest.
http://www.enewsjet.com/districtdigest  » 
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Back to School at ABCUSD
Monday, August 26, 2019, was a busy day throughout ABC Unified School District.  Students returned to campuses, warmly welcomed 
by teachers and staff ready to begin another wonderful year of learning.  Every school has a unique tradition in welcoming students back.  
On most campuses, you can find the principal out and about, greeting students and parents by name with big smiles.

Some District schools have different traditions.  Fedde International Studies Academy teachers and staff form a welcoming line, holding 
signs with inspirational quotes while greeting every student walking onto campus with a hoot and holler.  At Nixon Academy, you’re 
sure to see Principal Dr. Tom Tracy wearing one of his famous “cowboy” hats while shaking hands with students and parents.  Even the 
District’s high schools have traditions on the first day of school.  Seniors at Cerritos High School gather in the quad for a large group 
photo, marking their last first day of school before moving on to college or a career.

The first day of school is quickly followed by Back to School nights, keeping campuses busy on late summer evenings.  These events allow 
parents to connect with teachers, learning more about what their students will be learning over the school year.  Parents also have the 
chance to join PTA, pick up a school-branded shirt or sweatshirt, and maybe even buy a new book!

We welcome all of our students and parents back to our schools – from the new TK student to the graduating seniors, we know it’s 
going to be a great year.  »

Elementary School Security Cameras
Through Measure BB, ABCUSD elementary schools are joining all secondary schools with the installation of security cameras.  
Installation is complete at Hawaiian ES, with many more soon to follow.  All elementary schools should have the security camera 
systems in place by December of this year.  »
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Board of Education Decides Next Steps for Measure BB Implementation
The ABC Unified School District Board of Education attended a special meeting on Saturday, September 7, 2019.  This meeting included 
a presentation by Toan Nguyen, Assistant Superintendent-Business Services/CFO, and Ryan Carter, Bond Program Manager, about the 
next steps in implementing the Measure BB bond.  The presentation provided updates on quick-start projects already in progress.  These 
projects include the installation of security cameras, improved shade shelters, new playground equipment with rubberized surfaces, and 
water bottle filling stations at all District elementary schools. 

Two conceptual scenarios for the implementation of future projects were presented for consideration by the Board of Education.  The 
two scenarios were as follows:
§   Scenario 1 focused on completing projects that were site-specific by grade level.  All high schools, all middle schools or all elementary 

schools would be completed as indicated in the facilities master plan. 
§   Scenario 2 would focus on scope-based projects throughout the District.  These projects would take place at school sites across the 

District at every grade level campus. 

After carefully weighing the pros and cons of both scenarios, the Board of Education determined that Scenario 1 would have the least 
amount of impact on students’ instructional time on District campuses and that it would maximize the funds provided through Measure 
BB.  The Board of Education also decided it was best to begin with the District’s high schools.  In this scenario, work will include quick-
start projects at elementary schools and security projects across the District’s schools.  Two high schools will also see projects come 
to life with work beginning in 2019 and ending in 2022.  The remaining high school campuses, along with the ABC Adult School, will see 
work start in 2022 and conclude in 2025 after the second bond series is sold.  »

ABC Visitor Management System
A Visitor Management System has been rolled out to 19 schools, 
with full implementation expected by the end of the year.  Every 
ABCUSD school website has the ABC Visitor Management 
information under the “Latest News” section.  The video 
explaining the program is also available, with closed captioning, on 
the District’s YouTube channel.  Please find a YouTube link below 
to introduce/overview the ABC Visitor Management System for 
the public.  This video link can be used in presentations, social 
media, email, and any way that may serve your communication 
needs regarding this new program at all ABC schools.   
https://youtu.be/_cwq4WZ6y2c  »

Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee Meeting Recap

The Measure BB Citizens’ Oversight Committee 
met on Monday, September 16, 2019, at a regularly 
scheduled meeting.  The purpose of the Committee 
is to oversee how Measure BB bond funds are spent.  
At Monday’s meeting, the group discussed the 
Committee’s bylaws and learned about Measure BB’s 
implementation.  »

Cerritos ES Turns 50
Cerritos ES recently celebrated its 50-year birthday.  
Principal Kevin Amburgey was joined by the school’s mascot, 
Tiger, at an assembly to celebrate this special occasion with 
students.  A larger celebration will take place at the school’s 
Annual Pancake Breakfast on October 26, 2019.  »

New Vocational Nursing 
Program

ABC Adult School has partnered with Pacific College to 
offer a new Vocational Nursing program.  Lecture classes 
will be held in ABC Adult School classrooms with skills labs 
held at the Pacific College campus.  Clinical rotations will 
take place at local medical facilities.  This program will be 
offered beginning in October 2019.  »

Science Textbook Implementation
Science textbook implementation is underway across the District in 
all elementary and middle schools!  Seventh and eighth grade science 
teachers from all middle schools engaged in professional learning on the 
newly adopted STEMScopes curriculum and inquiry-based exploration 
on August 20-21 and 6th grade teachers at all elementary schools received 
implementation training on September 12 or 13.  Kindergarten through 
5th grade teachers will attend one of thirteen professional learning 
experiences between now and mid-October on the newly adopted 
Inspire Science curriculum.  The new curriculums encourage curiosity 
and provide an in-depth, collaborative, and project-based learning 
experience designed to help spark students’ interest and empower 
them to ask more questions and think more critically.  Through inquiry-
based, hands-on investigations of phenomena, students will be able to 
answer more rigorous science questions with evidence, and generate 
innovative solutions to real-world problems.  »
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Awards and Achievements
ABCUSD Schools & District Recognized for High Achievement

The ABC Unified School District had 19 schools named to the 2018-2019 Educational Partnership Honor Roll for high achievement in 
student success.  The program, sponsored by the Campaign for Business and Education Excellence, is part of a larger effort to identify 
higher-performing schools and districts that are improving student outcomes.  The 19 schools are among 1,834 public schools in 
California to be recognized.  In addition to these 19 schools, ABCUSD was selected as a California Honor Roll school district as well, 
one of only 26 honored in the state.

“Achievement is not dictated by where you come from our how much your parents earn,” said Board of Education President Ernie Nishii.  
“Achievement comes from an outstanding learning environment of students, parents, teachers, and administrators working together with 
the community.  This honor is an objective measure of what’s right about ABCUSD, and I’m proud to play a small role in our collective 
success.”

The Educational Results Partnership is a nonprofit organization that applies data science to help improve student outcomes and career 
readiness.  The organization developed the 2018-2019 Honor Roll using its extensive database on student achievement, the nation’s 
largest, to identify those schools and districts performing at higher levels than their peers.  Schools that receive the Honor Roll 
designation have demonstrated consistent high levels of student academic achievement, improvement in achievement levels over time, 
and a reduction in achievement gaps among student populations.  High schools recognized also have shown high performance in the area 
of college readiness.

“This honor belongs not only to the 19 schools but to our entire District,” said Dr. Mary Sieu, Superintendent of the ABC Unified School 
District.  “Our amazing schools are due to our unwavering focus on our students and helping them achieve their academic potential.”

The ABCUSD schools recognized are as follows:

Honor Roll Star Schools – High performing schools which have closed the achievement gap
§   Aloha Elementary School
§   Artesia High School
§   Bragg Elementary School
§   Burbank Elementary School
§   Carver Elementary School
§   Elliott Elementary School
§   Gahr High School
§   Haskell Middle School
§   Kennedy Elementary School
§   Nixon Elementary School
§   Stowers Elementary School
§   Tetzlaff Middle School

Honor Roll Scholar Schools 
– High performing schools without 
significant levels of low-income 
students
§   Carmenita Middle School
§   Cerritos Elementary School
§   Cerritos High School
§   Gonsalves Elementary School
§   Leal Elementary School
§   Whitney High School
§   Wittmann Elementary School

About the ABC Unified School District

In 1965 the Artesia, Bloomfield, and Carmenita School Districts unified and became the ABC Unified School District. Today, the District 
serves over 30,000 Pre-K to 12th Grade and adult education students through its 30 campuses.  The District is home to some of the most 
awarded and recognized schools in California and serves the cities of Artesia, most of Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens, as well as portions 
of Lakewood, Long Beach, and Norwalk.  »

ABCUSD Honored as a 2018-19 Honor Roll District



Two ABC Schools Selected for the National Blue Ribbon Schools Award
Two ABCUSD schools have been selected for the 2019 National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Award.  They include Gonsalves Elementary School and Leal Elementary School in 
Cerritos.  The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes public and private 
elementary, middle, and high schools based on their overall academic excellence or their 
progress in closing achievement gaps among student groups. 

Every year, the U.S. Department of Education seeks out and celebrates great American 
schools, schools demonstrating that all students can achieve to high levels.  The National 
Blue Ribbon School Award affirms the hard work of students, educators, families, and 
communities in creating safe and welcoming schools where students master challenging content. 

Gonsalves ES and Leal ES will be honored at the National Blue Ribbon Awards Ceremony held in Washington, DC on November 14-15, 
2019.  Principal of Gonsalves ES Robert Benko, teacher Dana Brickner, Principal of Leal ES Paul Andre White, Board President Ernie 
Nishii, and Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu will be attending the Awards Ceremony.  They will receive an engraved plaque and a National 
Blue Ribbon Schools flag as symbols of their recognized status.  »

Community Involvement
Baby2Baby

Baby2Baby is officially a partner of the ABCUSD Community 
Resource Team providing supplies for our students and families.  
District Social Worker Tina Porter, Tracy HS Teen Parent Program 
Teacher Katie Placido, and Coordinator of Pupil Support Services 
& Attendance Kendall Fujioka attended an orientation to learn 
about the agency and how materials will be accessed.  This will be 
an amazing resource for our families, especially those in the Tracy 
Teen Parent Program and the Child Development Programs.  The 
mission of Baby2Baby is to provide children ages 0-12 living in 
poverty with basic necessities that all children deserve.  They 
provide essentials like diapers, wipes, toiletries, clothing, shoes, 
nursing supplies, formula, books, blankets, car seats, toys, etc. to 
youth in Los Angeles County.  Last week, the District stocked 
up on 10 "Baby Bundles" for new teen parents (clothing, diapers/
wipes, bottles, and blankets) as well as school supplies and 
clothing. We are very excited about this new partnership and the 
opportunity to serve our community!  »

State of the City of Artesia
The State of the City of Artesia Address was held on 
September 24, 2019.  Mayor Tony Lima shared the City’s many  
accomplishments in Public Safety, Financial Stability, Infrastructure, 
Community Engagement, Parks & Reception Programs, and 
Grants Awarded.  »

Adult School Administrative Team, Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu,  
and Mayor Tony Lima

ADULT SCHOOL
Learning for Life

ABC Adult School offers great classes and programs!  
Check out our website at www.abcadultschool.edu
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Lakewood Celebrates

City of Lakewood Celebrates with Vice Mayor Jeff Wood At the Lakewood Celebrates Event, President Ernie Nishii and 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu Join in Honoring Dr. Olga Rios as a 

new Principal in Bellflower Unified School District

Mayor Mayra Maravilla Supported Attendance Awareness Month with President Ernie Nishii, Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu,  
Principals, and Students from ABCUSD

City of Hawaiian Gardens Supports  
Attendance Awareness Month with ABCUSD
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State of the City of Hawaiian Gardens

ABC Staff and Board Members at the City of Hawaiian Gardens "State of the City"

City of Hawaiian Gardens “State of the City” with Presentations  
by Board Member Chris Apodaca and Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu

Visit our website for ABCUSD schools' 
addresses, contact info, enrollment  
boundaries and more!

www.abcusd.k12.ca.us



ABC Unified School District's District Digest is published bimonthly by the Superintendent's Office.
Call 562-926-5566 to join the District's email list or visit our website to  

subscribe to the ABC District Digest.
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Dr. Mary Sieu


